For much of Russia's history the built environment was overwhelmingly defined by wooden structures, occasionally punctuated by a masonry church or the brick walls of a monastery.
Even the dwellings of the rich and powerful were usually log structures, including the great palace at Kolomenskoe, built during the reign of Aleksei Mikhailovich and demolished in the eighteenth century by order of Catherine the Great.
With the rapid assimilation of western styles of building during the reign of Peter the Great, Other such houses followed as a reflection of the owners' allegiance to various national - Notable for its construction logic as well as its beauty, the basic log structure from 1674 has withstood the natural elements in its exposed location. A number of modifications were made in the 19 th century, and both exterior and interior were clad in plank siding at the end of the century.
A restoration completed in 1973 returned the upper part of the church to what is presumed to be its earlier appearance (Fig. 23-25 ). However, in Plotnikov's photograph the white-clad design 
